
Fly Pattern Sheet - Gray Hackle Peacock compliments of 2GuysFlyFishing.net

Hook: Standard wet fly
Thread: 70 Denier, black
Weight: Optional (usually not)
Tag: Flat Mylar Tinsel, small, silver
Tail: Hackle Fibers, red (or grizzy)
Rib: Oval or Flat Tinsel, medium silver 
 (or gold*)
Body: Peacock Herl
Hackle: Grizzly Hen Neck, 
 or genetic saddle hackle

Notes: This is an old, traditional, soft hackle 
that is still just as effective today as it was 
when it was developed in the 1700s. 
The Gray Hackle Peacock is also tied as a 
dry fly, but is not nearly as well known.
There is also a Brown Hackle Peacock, but 
again, not as popular.
I always carry a few #10 Gray Hackle Peacocks in my 
box for when the fish have become dulled to modern 
flies.

Attach your thread an eye width 
behind the eye and wrap to the spot 
above the hook point. Tie in the flat 
tinsel, wrap back to above the barb, 
then forward to the tie in spot. Tie off 
and trim the excess.

Pinch some hackle fibers from the 
base of a saddle, or large neck 
hackle. Measure them to be a hook 
gape in length, and tie in above the 
hook point. (A lot of old wet fly patterns had 
red tails; there had to be reason.)

Tie in the rib on the far side (back) of 
the hook shank. 
(*You’ll find patterns calling for gold tinsel as 
well as silver; but since I’ve always tied mine 
with silver, we’re sticking with what I like.)

Select 6 or 7 good herls and tie 
them onto the near side of the 
shank by thier tips, and bind them 
down. The number of herls will determine 
the thickness of your body. Tie them in the full 
length to create an even underbody.

Twist the herls together to create 
a rope and wrap them forward in 
touching wraps. Tie off an eye width 
behind the hook eye.

Trim the excess herl and add a 
couple more wraps of thread to the 
tie in spot. Spiral wrap the ribbing 
forward in even turns. Tie off and 
trim the excess.

Prep a hackle by stripping the fluff 
from the base and tying it in by the 
tip just infront of the body.

Wrap the hackle in touching turns to 
the eye. Tie off and clip the excess.
Hackle can be sparse (just a couple of wraps), 
or full (four to five wraps). It is your choice, 
both have their advantages.

Wrap a small neat head, half-hitch, 
whip finish and cut your thread. Add 
a touch of head cement to the wraps.
Hackle length can be as short as shown, or to 
just past the hook point. Again, it’s a matter of 
personal taste.

Please feel free to share this Fly Pattern Sheet with your friends.  For additional patterns visit 2GuysFlyFishing.net


