
Fly Pattern Sheet - Clouser Minnow compliments of 2GuysFlyFishing.net

Hook: Straight eyed Saltwater hook
Thread: 70 to 140 Denier, white 
Weight/Eyes*: Barbell or Bead chain, 
 depending on how deep you want to fish
Belly: Bucktail, white
Flash: Krystal Flash
Top: Bucktail, color of choice
* By varying the size and weight of the eyes you can control 
how deep your fly presents itself. By varying the materials 
and colors of the belly and top you can create all kinds of 
variations.

Notes: The Clouser Minnow has become one 
of the best baitfish imitations in both fresh and 
saltwater. Originally designed for saltwater it is 
worth the time and effort to watch the originator 
tie and discuss his methods. Check out YouTube 
under “Tying the Clouser with Bob Clouser”.
The “clouser” has become a style as opposed 
to a single pattern. This version is designed to 
imitate a smolt in deep and/or fast water. 

Attach your thread at the 1/3 shank 
spot and build a bump with your 
thread. (We’re using a Dai-Riki #810 Bass 
hook in a size 4. It has a slightly longer shank 
than a standard saltwater hook; and is not 
stainless steel; a plus in fresh water.)

Attach your barbells just behind the 
bump with figure-eight and cross 
wraps. (These are 3/16” Real-eyes)
Bring your thread forward to a spot 
midway to the eye.

Cut and prep a small bundle of white 
bucktail. Prepping includes cleaning out the 
short hairs in the base of the bundle, and the 
longer hairs from the tips. There should be 
some natural taper. Cut the bucktail at an 
angle and tie in with firm wraps.

Wrap the butts of the bucktail down 
to the eye and then back to the tie in 
spot. Jump your thread to behind the 
barbells and wrap the bucktail down 
behind the barbells with controlling 
wraps.

Once the hair is down behind the barbells, 
spiral wrap to the rear of the shank, place 
a couple touching wraps, then reverse 
your thread and come forward; jump 
under the eyes to the front tie in spot. 
(The hair should be top of the shank.)

Turn the fly over in your vise. (This is 
where a rotating vise comes in handy.) 
Fold a few stands of Krystal Flash 
(we’re using #13 Mixed) over your thread 
and tie down, centered, at the tie in 
spot. 

Cut and prep a small bundle of 
natural brown bucktail. Measure 
the hair to be at least as long as the 
belly; cut at an angle and tie down 
towards the eye with firm wraps.

Build a smooth tapered head, half-
hitch, whip finish, and cut your 
thread. Coat the entire head and 
belly with expoy, UV resin, or thick 
head cement.

This is Clouser version that I tie for 
very small fry, early in the year. 
It’s called the Marabou Clouser Fry.
There is a Fly Pattern Sheet for it on 
the website.

Please feel free to share this Fly Pattern Sheet with your friends.  For additional patterns visit 2GuysFlyFishing.net


