
Fly Pattern Sheet - Pin Head Muddler compliments of 2GuysFlyFishing.net

Hook: Standard Dry; #10 or #12  
Thread: 210 Denier (70 Denier*), white
Tail: Hen Pheasant quills, matched set
Body: Flat Tinsel, gold (variable)
Wing: Hen Pheasant Quills, matched set
Collar/Head: Fine Deer Hair, spun and 
clipped

Notes: Essentially this pattern is a Muddler 
Minnow scaled to a dry fly. I got the name 
from Anthony Route who got it from a friend 
he was fishing with one day. (This is qualifies 
it as an official name.) Tony’s book “Flies for 
Alaska” (pub 1991) describes the story and 
his version of the fly. I also tie, and fish, a 
version on a 3XL hook size 8, but I consider 
that to be simply a mini-Muddler.

Start your thread at the 1/4 mark 
leaving space for the head. *You can 
start with 70 denier thread, which allows you 
more wraps; but you’ll need to switch to 210 
denier for the head. I use 210 denier and am 
very careful to use a minimum number of 
wraps.

Wrap to the bend and tie in a matched 
set of mottled quills.
(The best feathers for this fly come from the 
secondary flight feathers off a hen pheasant. 
It’s worth the effort to find a set of wings for 
your material stash.)

Wrapping forward, bind down the 
quill butts and attach your tinsel.
(Tinsel adds some flash to the fly. You can use 
fine yarn or dubbing for the body to create a 
much more “natural” fly. Sometimes the fish 
just don’t like flash.)

Wrap the tinsel back, and then 
forward over itself. Tie off and clip 
the excess.
You can give it a coat of nail polish 
for protection if you want.

Tie in a matched set of hen pheasant 
quills. Cut the butts and bind with a 
minimum of very tight wraps.
(This is the spot where you switch from 70 
denier thread to 210.)

Here’s the secret weapon for my Pin Head and 
mini Muddlers. I have a piece of white-tailed 
deer hide from the leg. It has some wonder-
fully short, well marked hairs that are great for 
these small flies. If you’re stuck shopping from 
a store look for hair that’s short, thick without 
being stiff, and well marked.

Clip a small bundle of deer hair, 
stack the tips, and spin on the shank 
directly in front of the wing. Fold the 
butts back and add a couple of wraps 
to secure the bunch.

If you need to; clip a second bundle 
and tie in (spin) by the butts. Fold the 
excess back and work your thread 
through the hair. Half hitch, do a four 
wrap whip finish, and cut your thread.

Trim the deer hair head to shape. 
This is an suggestive/attractor dry and should 
be fished as such. I’ve tied this fly down to a 
14, but didn’t see a return for the effort; 10s 
and 12s work really well most of the time.
I do carry a couple with olive and tan bodies.

Please feel free to share this Fly Pattern Sheet with your friends.  For additional patterns visit 2GuysFlyFishing.net


