
Fly Pattern Sheet - Hankins’ Select-a-Bead compliments of 2GuysFlyFishing.net

Hook: #10 or #12 Dai-riki #135 or similar 
 Curved shank, Xshort, Xheavy 
Thread: 70 Denier, white
T-tag: Avery Dennison #08939 
 Fine Fabric Fastener
Wing/Hackle: any soft flowly material

How do you create a fly that allows you to 
change beads at will, and still be within 
the guidelines of “Fly Fishing Only” waters 
in the State of Alaska?
Lance came up with the answer; clothing 
tags used for attaching labels to fabric. 
From that idea a few prototypes were 
created, tested, and a new type of pattern 
was born.

These are the fabric tags as they 
come out of the box. You’ll need to 
separate them and trim the flashing 
off the bottom of the tag.

This is the hook that Lance & I settel-
ed on as the best for a basic Select-
a-Bead fly. It’s a scud hook; curved, 
offset, short, and heavy.
Any standard shank hook will work.

Attach your thread and tie down the 
T-tag. Leave enough length for two 
or three beads.
Don’t forget that the “T” will be laid over when 
threading the beads on/off, so half of its length 
needs to be allowed for.

Fold the tag stem over itself and tie 
down. (This keeps it from pulling out.)
Cut the tab part of the fastener off.

Tie in a wing of your favorite soft 
material. I’m using a flesh colored 
rabbit here, but marabou works very 
well. Half hitch, whip finish, and cut 
your thread. 
This is the finished fly.

A single bead is shown at the top of 
the page. Here’s the same fly with a 
double bead.
Beads are attached by folding the “T” inline 
with the stem, then threading it through a 
bead. Reverse to remove beads.

The photo on the left show one of Lance’s ties, with the 
T-tag off the front of the hook and a pinkish marabou 
wing, with red thread. The bead is a marbled glass bead. 
Fragile, but heavy.

The photo on the right show how we incorporate T-tags 
into other patterns. This is a Dolly Llama with two T-tags; 
one off the throat, another forward out of the cone.

The T-tags that we use have a few pros and cons. The main con being is that they are inherently weak. They were designed for single use 
(and to mostly just to hang around) and we ask them to do some heavy duty work. Because the tags are for fine fabric, they are thin stemed and 
a few times of bending the T over to thread beads on and off weaken the joint enough that it will just give up. Half or all of the T breaks off. 
The big pro is that these flies are dirt cheap (the hook is the most expensive componet) and they are easy to re-build.
A small box holds lots of different flies, and they are legal in our waters that are designated as Fly Fishing Only.

Please feel free to share this Fly Pattern Sheet with your friends.  For additional patterns visit 2GuysFlyFishing.net


