
Fly Pattern Sheet - Beady Eyed Nymph compliments of 2GuysFlyFishing.net

Hook: Standard Wet Fly size 8
Thread: 70 Denier, black
Weight: Bead chain eyes, medium silver
Tail: Fluff from the base of a saddle hackle
Rib: Oval Tinsel, medium silver
Body: Hare’s Ear dubbing, black
Wingcase: Small mylar tubing, Pearl

Notes: This pattern came from one of the 
national fly fishing/tying magazines where 
the author talked about adapting standard 
nymph patterns into this style of fly. 
My friend Bob Fairchild brought it to my 
attention when he found it really effective 
for his lake fishing for Grayling. 
What I’m showing here is what I carry and 
fish with for Rainbows and Grayling. 

Start your thread and tie in the bead 
chain a bit behind the hook eye. 
Don’t crowd the eye as you will need 
to tie off some bulky materials in front 
of the bead chain eyes. Bring the 
thread to the rear of the shank.

This photo illustrates the material I 
use for the tail. It’s the marabou type 
fluff from the base of a natural black 
saddle hackle. It’s sort of gray dun in 
color and moves well in the water.

Strip off a bunch of fluff from one side 
of the saddle and tie it in just at the 
bend. Tie in the rib material.

Dub the body up to the bead chain 
eyes. As this is a big attractor style 
nymph I prefer to use a loop dubbing 
with lots of guard hair in the material.

Cut a short piece of pearl tubing and 
tie it in on the bottom of the shank. 
(Rotating vises are not necessary to tie great 
flies, but it you’re going to be serious about your 
tying, they’re a great investment.)

Add dubbing around the bead chain 
and spiral the rib forward. Bring the 
ribbing material around the eyes on 
the bottom of the shank. Tie it off and 
clip the excess.

Bring the pearl tubing forward, like a 
wingcase, and secure it with a couple 
firm wraps. Carefully trim the excess 
and build a head. Whip finish and cut 
your thread.

The Beady Eye can be adapted to 
your local waters by changing the 
color, materials, and size. I use this 
black one as a searching nymph for 
fast pocket water, quite often under 
an indicator of some sort. 
Fairchild likes to tie his with natural 
hare’s ear dubbing and gold eyes. 
Another friend uses olive in a size 14 
for our local lakes. 
This is a style not a specific pattern.

Please feel free to share this Fly Pattern Sheet with your friends.  For additional patterns visit 2GuysFlyFishing.net

The completed fly, shown in normal 
orientation. 


