
Fly Pattern Sheet - Bead Bug compliments of 2GuysFlyFishing.net

Hook: 2X Long Nymph, #12 - #14
Thread: 70 Denier, black
Weight: Brass bead
Rib: Oval Tinsel, gold
Body: Dubbed hair, natural Hare’s Ear
Hackle: Krystal Flash, #21 Gray Ghost

Notes: 
This is a pattern that, literally, came to me. 
I was tying flies one July afternoon in a back 
room at Tangle Lake Lodge when Rick, the 
owner, came up and asked if I could maybe 
help one of his customers. This guy was 
looking for more of a specific pattern he’d 
been fishing that morning. He showed me 
a fly; slightly chewed, but with recognizable 
materials. 
“Sure, I could do some of those...” The man 
was ecstatic; seems that he was on his last 
one and the grayling that morning could not 
keep their lips off this thing. Fifteen minutes 
later I had a half-dozen for Rick to sell to a 
happy angler. One free beer (hey - it was 
afternoon) and thirty minutes later, I had a 
few 12’s, and a couple 14’s in my box.
I must say I had killer fishing the next 
morning. The interesting thing was that 
whitefish would pick up the 14’s, while 
grayling ate both. The bug was most 
effective in the broad shallow runs, and not 
so much in the heavier water. Bouncing off 
the bottom was the most effective method; 
for both catching fish and losing flies.
My assumption is that it represents a small 
cased caddis with a gas bubble. 
Natural hare’s ear/gold is still my favorite 
color, but I carry 14’s in black/silver, and 
need I whisper the word peacock herl.
The name by the way, is mine. I have no 
idea what it was originally called, nor did the 
angler who showed it to me. 
Fortunately the fish don’t care.

Slip a brass bead onto your hook. Attached your thread directly behind 
the bead and tie in the oval tinsel as 
you wrap to the rear.

Dub a body of natural hare’s ear.
(The best dubbing doesn’t actually come from 
the ear, but from the face mask. However, for 
the sake of tradition I’m refering to the dubbing 
as it’s usually called.)

Spiral your rib forward tie off and cut 
the excess. Trim off any guard hairs 
that are sticking out from the body.

Tie in 10-12 strand of Krystal Flash 
across the top of the fly. 

Trim the flash short - just a bit wider 
than the body. Half hitch, whip finish, 
and cut your thread.

The finished fly from a top view; 
which, by the way, looks a lot like it 
does from a side, or bottom view.

Please feel free to share this Fly Pattern Sheet with your friends.  For additional patterns visit 2guysflyfishing.net


