
Fly Pattern Sheet - Battle Creek Special compliments of 2GuysFlyFishing.net

Hook: #4-10 3X long streamer
Thread: 210 or 70 Denier, white
 (depending on the size of your hook)
Lead: .025 or .030
Tail: Marabou, white
Body: Chenille, shell pink
Body Hackle: Saddle, white
Collar: Saddle hackle, orange

Notes: The Battle Creek Special is one of 
those flies that has it’s own name when 
tied in a specific color scheme. It’s simply 
a Woolly Bugger with an additional collar. 
The Battle Creek is popular in late summer 
and throughout the fall for Rainbow trout 
and Dolly Varden when the water is full of 
salmon eggs and flesh. It is also a popular 
as a Steelhead and salmon pattern.

Wrap lead on the hook shank from above 
the hook point to two eye widths short of 
the eye. Attach your thread behind the 
eye, creating a solid taper in front of the 
lead. Spiral the thread back and create 
another taper at the rear locking the lead 
in place.

Measure the tail to be as long as the 
hook. Attach the marabou on top of 
the hook binding the base down to 
the taper behind the lead wraps.

Attach the body hackle by the tip on 
the far side top. Attach the chenille 
on the near side top. Both are tied in 
over the rear taper.

Wrap the body forward with tight 
wraps, tying off just in front of the 
lead. Trim the excess material.

Palmer the body hackle forward, 
placing the first wrap to the inside of 
the chenille, tie off and trim the stem. 
Using the base of a hackle, tie in the 
collar by its tip.

Use three or four wraps of the hackle, 
stroking the fibers rearward each 
wrap. Tie off, clip the stem, and whip 
finish

Please feel free to share this Fly Pattern Sheet with your friends.  For additional patterns visit 2GuysFlyFishing.net

Another fly that is closely related to the Battle Creek Special is called the Battle Bunny. 
It often can be more effective when the fish are targeting flesh as opposed to feeding 
opportunistically. Eliminate the marabou tail and tie a flesh colored bunny strip over the 
top, Zonker style. Make sure to wrap the body hackle first and use a collared hackle 
after tying off the strip at the front. 


